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Second Seminole War (1835-1842) Fort ifications (Forts, Camps and 

Blockhouses) in the Volusia and Flagler County Area 

By Randy Jaye 

Authorôs Notes:  

(1) There is not much existing information about the history of most of these military 

fortifications1 due to the fact that they were temporary, built during wartime and record 

keeping was certainly not a priority at the time. 

 

(2)  It is possible that there were other fortifications within the boundaries of the present-day 

Volusia and Flagler County area during the Second Seminole War (also known as the 

Florida War and the Seminole War) that are not included in this article. 

 

Network of Fortifications  throughout the Area 

There were many fortifications built near vital road and waterway routes and around large 

Plantations as protection against Seminole Indian2 attacks. But, they were typically constructed 

hastily from logs, tree branches, hay and straw bales, stacked rocks and included ditches and 

embankments of earth. They were mostly simple defensive structures and were used as supply 

depots, transportation and communication links, shipping points, field hospitals and housing for 

troops. They usually did not, and could not, accommodate large numbers of troops, horses or 

supply wagons. Therefore, the Seminoles and their allies (the Black Seminoles3 and runaway 

slaves) were not very intimidated by their presence and actually destroyed many of them during 

attacks. The Florida Territoryôs difficult terrain, Guerrilla warfare tactics and the elusiveness of 

Seminole warriors helped to overtake the defenses of many of these fortifications. And, when the 

Seminoles found them abandoned they purged supplies and burnt most of the associated building 

structures.  

Following is a listing that includes the name(s), years active, location (in present-day terms), and 

a brief history of the known fortifications that existed in the present-day Volusia and Flagler 

County area during the Second Seminole War.  
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Florida Territory Map of 1831 ï The Seminole Indian Reserve (highlighted in green) in the 

middle of the Florida Territory. Source: floridamemory.com. Note: The Indian Removal Act 

signed by President Andrew Jackson on May 28, 1830 authorized the removal of southern 

Indian tribes (including the Seminoles) to be moved west of the Mississippi River in exchange 

for their land. This was a major factor in starting the Second Seminole War.  
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Fortification Name Year(s) Active 

(Approximate) 

Location 

Addison Blockhouse (a.k.a. Fort 

Duncan McRee) 

1836 The Addison Blockhouse Historic 

State Park, Ormond Beach  

(Volusia County) 

 

Brief History: The former Carrickfergus Plantation buildings, blockhouse4 and sugar mill 

(built between 1807 and 1825) were burnt in an attack led by the Seminole warriors King 

Philip5 and Wildcat6 in early 1836. South Carolina militia troops then built a fortification 

around the ruins of the kitchen. They named the fort after the owner of the property, Duncan 

McRee. It was utilized as a defensive structure for about a month and during a battle with the 

Seminoles three troops were killed here. Additional information can be accessed at Florida 

State Parks ï the Addison Blockhouse Historic State Park: 

https://www.floridastateparks.org/park-history/Addison-Blockhouse 

 

 
Addison Blockhouse - Florida State Parks. 

 

  

Second Seminole War Chief King Phillip. Second Seminole War Chief Wildcat. 

https://www.floridastateparks.org/park-history/Addison-Blockhouse
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Fortification Name Year(s) Active 

(Approximate) 

Location 

Bulowville Fortress (a.k.a. Fort 

Bulow and Post at Bulow) 

1836 Bulow Plantation Ruins Historic 

State Park, Flagler Beach 

(Flagler County) 

 

Brief History: The owner of the Bulow Plantation, John Joachim Bulow (1807-1836), was 

friendly with the Seminoles and resisted U.S. Army occupation of his property. But, troops did 

seize his property and use his slaves, oxen and supplies to build a fortification in front, and 

around, his main house. After food ran short, and many troops returned injured from their 

defeat at the Battle of Dunlawton, the U.S. Army abandoned this fortification. On January 31, 

1836, the Seminoles and their allies burnt and destroyed the fortress, main house, sugar mill, 

slave quarters and other buildings. Additional information can be accessed at Florida State 

Parks ï the Bulow Plantation Ruins Historic State Park: 

https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/bulow-plantation 

 

 
Bulow Plantation Sugar Mill Ruins ï some of the coquina rock still shows burning scars from 

1836 when the Seminoles burnt the plantation and all associated buildings. 

https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/bulow-plantation

