Second Seminole War (1834842)Fortifications (Forts, Camps and
Blockhouses)in the Volusia and Flagler County Area

By Randy Jaye
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(1) There is not much existing information about the history of most of bty
fortifications' due to the fact that they were temporary, built during wartime and record
keepingwas certainly no& priority at the time.

(2) Itis possible that there weogherfortificationswithin the boundaries of the presestdy
Volusia and Flagler County area dag the Second Seminole Walso known as the
Florida War and theSeminole Way that are not includeéh this article.

Network of Fortifications throughout the Area

There were many fortificatiortauilt near vtal roadandwaterway routeand around large
Plantations as protection against Seminole Ind#tacks. Butthey were typically constructed
hastily from logs, tree branches, hay and straw bales, stacked rocks and included ditches and
embankments of earth. They were mostly simple defensive strsiedewere used as supply
depots, transportaticand communicatiofinks, shipping pointsfield hospitalsand housing for
troops. They usually did not, and could not, accommodate large numbers of h@spsor

supply wagonsTherefore, the Seminolead their alliegthe Black Seminolésand runaway
slaves)wvere notveryintimidated by their presence and actually dgg&domany of them during
attacks. The FI o reranGuéerrdawarfatdacticyaddthe elusivemessofu | t
Seminolewarriors helped tovertakethe defenses ahany ofthese fortifications. And, when the
Seminolefound them abandonghbey purged supplies and bumbstof the associateduilding
structures

Followingis alisting that includeshe rame(s), years active, location firesentdayterms), and
a briefhistoryof the known fortifications that existed in theeserniday Volusia and Flagler
County arealuring the Second Seminole War.
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Florida Territory Map of 1831i The Seminole IndiarReserve (highlighted in green) in the
middle of the Florida Territory Source floridamemory.comNote: The Indian Removal Act
signed by President Andrew Jackson on May 28, 1830 authorized the removal of southern
Indian tribes (including the Seminoles) tbe moved west of the Mississippi River in exchange
for their land. This was a major factor in starting the Second Seminole War.
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Fortification Name Year(s) Active Location
(Approximate)
Addison Blockhouse(a.k.a.Fort 1836 The Addison Blockhouse Historic
Duncan McReg State Park, Ormond Beach
(Volusia County)

Brief History: The former Carrickfergus Plantatitwildings blockhouséand sugar mill
(built between 1807 and 1825¢weburntin an attack led by th®eminolewarriors King
Philip> and Wildcat in early 1836 South Carolina militia troopthenbuilt a fortification
around the ruins of the kitchen. They named thediber the owner of the property, Duncan
McRee. It was utilizeds a defensive structui@ abait a month and during a battle with the
Seminoles three troops were killed hekdditional information can be accessed at Florida
State Park$ the Addison Blockhouse Historic State Park:
https://www.floridastateparks.org/pahistory/AddisonBlockhouse
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Addison Blockhouse Florida State Parks

Second Seminole ar Chidfing Phillip. Second Seminole War Chief Wildcat
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https://www.floridastateparks.org/park-history/Addison-Blockhouse

Fortification Name Year(s) Active Location
(Approximate)
Bulowville Fortress (a.k.a.Fort 1836 Bulow Plantation Ruins Historic
Bulow andPost at Bulow) State Park, Flagler Beach
(Flagler County)

Brief History: Theowner of the Bulow PlantatiodphnJoachimBulow (1807#1836), was
friendly with the Seminoles and resistdds. Army occuption of his property. But, troops d
seize higroperty and use his slaves, oxen angpliesto build a fortification in front, and
around, his main house. After food ran shamtj enany troops returned injured from their
defeat at th@attle of Dunlawtonthe U.S. Army abandoned this fortification. On January !
1836, the Seminoles and their allies burnt and destroyed the fortress, main house, sugé
slave quarters and othienildings Additional information can be accessed at Florida State
Parksi the Bulow Plantation Ruins Historic State Park
https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/bulgMantation

Bulow Plantation Sugar Mill Ruinsi some of the coquina rock still shows burning scars from
1836 when the Seminoles burnt the plantation and all associated buildings.
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https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/bulow-plantation

