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Images of Joseph Marion Hernandez 
Joseph Marion Hernandez may be one of the most important historical personages from the area that is 
now Flagler County Florida. He was here during the change of Spanish Florida over to the new United 
States in 1821.  He had acquired large tracts of land and operated three known plantation areas here. 
One is called St. Joseph’s now a shopping area of Palm Coast.  Buena Vista is Washington Gardens State 
Park. Mala Compra now a historical display at the Bing’s Landing County Park of Flagler County. 

In September 30, 1822 he was appointed as the first Hispanic delegate to the U.S. Congress. Since 
Florida was still a territory at this time, he did not have voting rights.  He was a member of the Whig 
Party and served only from September 1822 to March 1823 later being defeated in an election.  From 
1835 to 1838 he joined the United States military service and was appointed as a brigadier general in 
the mounted Volunteers during the Second Seminole War. Sisco Deen Flagler County Families. 

In 1822 famous painter Samuel Morse made a painting of the U.S. Congress.  He made many small 
images of the actual personages before combining them into a massive illustration.  A high resolution 
image is available from the Library of Congress.  Mr. Morse also is known as the inventor of the 
telegraph, Morse code, and later promoter of the new technology of Photography in the United States. 

 

Flagler County historian Bill Ryan was given a location for Mr. Hernandez in this 1822 painting. The lower 
right area was then enlarged.  Here was Joseph Marion Hernandez standing, for without a vote, he 
would not have a desk within the chamber.  Painter Morse depicted him outside the rail. Another 
possibility is that Hernandez had arrived so late in Painter Morse’ work was one of convenience on the 
mostly completed canvas. 
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Historian Sisco Deen had placed a detailed family history of the Hernandez 
family on his website Flagler County Families.  Hernandez had an extensive 
family.  He married a wealthy widow Anna Maria Williams Hill who had four 
children.  Anna had ten additional children with Hernandez.  Their ancestors 
exist to carry the Hernandez family legacy into modern times.  Anna was 
married to Samuel Williams who owned several plantations in 1776. They 
had four children. Williams died in 1811. One location called Orange Grove 
became modern Daytona.  She would have ten more children with 
Hernandez. 

 

 
The clear ‘action’ portrait of Joseph Marion Hernandez was a new 
discovery for Flagler historians.  The Hernandez artifacts and images 
comprise a valuable historical collection for the Flagler County 
Historical Society. 

In April 17, 2010 Sally Walker French, Lucia Walker Fairlie Pulgram, 
and Stephanie Burkhalter donated extensive Hernandez pieces long 
held by family members.  Included were dinner plates, decanters, 
bowls and other treasured items.  Among the items were Hernandez 
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family portraits made as colored etchings onto a soft stone material.  These were photographed by Bill 
Ryan and may have originated when Hernandez first served in Congress.  They  were previously 
unknown Hernandez images.  They show the artist’s signature Mejasky New York.  (A Francis Mejasky – 
artist of Cuba – is buried in Oak Hill, Georgetown DC.) 

The Hernandez donations are on display at the Flagler County Administration Building. 

 

Joseph Marion Hernandez          Anna Maria Hernandez             Doratia Fredrica Ignatius Hernandez               Unidentified 

 

A Hernandez painting on display at Washington Gardens State Park and the etching offered by the 
Library of Congress appear to be from the same source.  Hernandez served as a Congressional delegate 
from September 30, 1822 to March 3, 1823.  These images were likely created during that time period. 
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lef to right: Sally Frost Walker French, Lucia Walker Fairle Pulgram and Andrew Miller Fairle, Jr. 

Historian Sisco Deen wrote in his Flagler County Families website: 

At Christmas, 1831, the Hernandez family entertained a visitor at Mala Compra who later became a world 
famous personality - - John James Audubon, the wildlife artist. While staying in St Augustine, Audubon 
met Joseph Hernandez, to whom he had letters of introduction. Hernandez invited the artist to Mala 
Compra about 30 miles south of St Augustine. Audubon stayed at Mala Compra for about ten days before 
moving south to the Halifax River area. He enjoyed a Christmas visit with John Joachim Bulow. 
 
Joseph entered the United States service and served from 1835 to 1838. He was appointed brigadier 
general of Mounted Volunteers in July 1837. His military activities brought upon him the only blot upon 
his otherwise splendid record. His capture of Coacoochee and Osceloa under a flag of truce was not done 
with his approval but has been established as an order given to him by his superior, General Jesup.  
Toward the end of the Indian War, Hernandez's two plantations were destroyed by Indians after being 
occupied by Federal Troops - - one known as St Joseph, a sugar plantation and the other as Mala Compra, 
a cotton plantation. He filed claim against the US Government for approximately $100,000 for damages 
for the destruction of his buildings and personal property in East Florida by the Seminole Indians in the 
years 1835, 1836 and 1837. 
 
In March 1839, Congress approved the first of the monetary awards made to Hernandez as a result of the 
war claims. Between that time and May 1842, he had received a total of $34, 521.30. In 1844, Hernandez 
went back to Congress to ask for the balance of $64,494.89 - - his request was denied. Copies of the 
voluminous documents are on file at the Flagler County Historical Society in Bunnell, FL.  
He was an unsuccessful candidate of for the United States Senate in 1845.  
So great was the destruction of the plantations of East Florida by the Seminoles, few were ever re-
established, particularly as the United States Government lowered the tariff on sugar from the West 
Indies. Many of our most successful planters drifted away and our greatly honored and beloved Joseph 
Hernandez joined the exodus, returning to Cuba in the late 1840's or early 1850's. He engaged as a planter 
in the District of Coliseo, near Matanzas. Sisco Deen – Flagler County Families. 
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Image print (right) donated by Lucia Walker Fairle Pulgram 

In 1841 Hernandez was in Washington and a silhouette image was made by Auguste Edouart (1788-
1861)  Perhaps he was checking on his war claims. The image on the right used the Edouart image as a 
basis and was donated for exhibit. When Florida became a state in 1845 Hernandez again ran for 
Congress in 1848.  .He was defeated and was mayor of St. Augustine that year. He retired to Cuba and 
died in 1857.  The right image was donated to the Flagler Historical Society and used the Edouart work 
as its basis. Edouart image, National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian. 

The Hernandez family artifacts and images are important parts of the Spanish/American legacy as 
preserved by the Flagler County Historical Society.  Details of his plantations and his successful record as 
a military leader during the Second Seminole War appears in posts on the Flagler County Historical 
Society Internet site.  It is  located at https://www.flaglercountyhistoricalsociety.com. 
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Hernandez collection is exhibited at Flagler County Administration Building. 

 

 


