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"hie salt marshes and moss covered oaks surrounding Matanzas Bay, at the mouth of 
Pellicer Creek, have observed through the centuries an incredible history of the St. 
Augustine area. History that is rich in tradition and love for the land. 



2 West on north property line up Pel/icer Creek 

3 Natural stream through salt marsh 

<Le majestic trees, winding creeks and peaceful vistas shroud the dramatic events that 
were part of the early days of this area. 
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4 Looking south on east property line 

One of the most controversial encounters in the struggle for supremacy in the new 
world was fought on the beaches at Matanzas Inlet. 
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5 Looking south to island over salt marsh 

~e European explorers found this place to be a perfect 
site for the establishment of a strong defense. 



6 One of hundreds of century old oaks on Princess Place 



'T: property, 
"Princess Place", 
consists of about 
1510 acres. It is 

located in Northeast 
Florida at the 
intersection of 

Pellicer Creek and 
the Matanzas River, 

55 miles south of 
Jacksonville off 
Interstate 95. 
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~ncess Place is divided into two parcels-north and south. The north parcel has 600+ 
acres with 2. 7 miles of water frontage. The south parcel has 91 O+ acres with. 7 miles on the 
water. This property is 4 miles from Interstate 95, Bunnell exit, on US-1. 
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7 The Princess Place from Matanzas Bay 
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Cherokee Grove is the earliest recorded name for 
this region, but mystery surrounds the naming. Could 
it be that the secret is hidden in the graceful blossom of 
the Cherokee Rose that adds a delicate touch to the 
rugged terrain? 
The beaches, vast woodlands and savannahs were 

first called home by Francisco Pellicer. With a land 
grant from the King of Spain, claim # 136, Pellicer 
began to shape the land. In the early 1800s, H. C. 
Sloggett, aware of the richness of the earth, intro 
duced orange trees to Cherokee Grove making it the 
site of one of Florida's first orange groves. Mr. 
Sloggett's attempts did not go unnoticed. Its location 
intrigued wealthy New York sportsman Henry Cutting. 
In 1886, he arrived in St. Augustine to purchase the 
grove and other parcels of property that surrounded 
the area. Fascinated with the tropical undergrowth 
teaming with every sort of wildlife, he decided this was 
the perfect place for his hunting lodge. Cherokee 
Grove would become the site of one of North Florida's 
finest homes. 

Using pink coquina found on the beaches of 
Cherokee Grove, Mr. Cutting built a hunting and 
fishing lodge where he entertained royalty and digni 
taires from all parts of the world. Soon his bride, 
Angela, joined him. With her keen eye for interior 
decoration the lodge became a showplace filled with 
the treasures of their world travels. 
Mr. Cutting died in 1892, leaving a 26 year old widow 

with two small children. Mrs. Cutting returned to New 
York and her friends. Among them were several Wash 
ington diplomats who introduced her to Prince 
Scherbatoff, a member of the Russian Royal Family. 
They soon married choosing to live at Cherokee 
Grove. Here they felt they could escape the trauma of 
a life of fear that haunted Russian nobility in the early 
1900s. 
The Princess brought gaiety back to Cherokee 

Grove. Once again it became the scene of many social 
activities with royalty from Europe, and the socially 
prominent of the East coming to enjoy what had 
fascinated observers for hundreds of years. Cherokee 
Grove became the Princess Place. 
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8 Entrance through oak and pine hammocks 
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9 Oak hammocks surrounding entrance roads 



10 Modern caretaker residence among oaks and pines on field of Bahia grass 



11 Pasture next to pine wood and salt marsh 
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12 The Princess Estate on the Matanzas River 



13 Perimeter road through the pine woods 



14 Natural fresh water lake on the north edge of the property 



15 Caretaker's cabin on the point of Matanzas River and Pellicer Creek 



16 View of environmental improvements to the northern property 



.:In 1954, Princess Scherbatoff sold the lodge and its properties to Lewis and Angela 
Wadsworth. The tradition and respect for the land would be continued by another 
generation. 
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~unlike those who lived at Princess Place before them, 
Lewis and Angela Wadsworth were intrigued with the mystique 
of the area long before they were to become involved as 
landowners. As a boy, Mr. Wadsworth hunted and played in the 
oaks and pine hammocks and swam in the Artesian swimming 
pool. He grew to appreciate the timber and woods of the 
property as he became involved in the lumber industry. When 
Princess Place was to be sold, the Wadsworths did not want to 
chance the spoilage of the area and decided they would 
purchase the land. With the blessings of the Princess they 
modernized the gas and candle lit lodge and repaired its sur 
roundings to use as a family retreat. 
Continuing the tradition begun in 1791 with Pellicer's respect 

for the land, the Wadsworth's first concern was not to upset the 
natural beauty of the area. Primary consideration was given to 
maintaining and supplementing the property, providing for its 
continual care and protection. In 1973, they built a permanent 
caretaker's home so that Princess Place would have the on-site 
monitoring it needed. 
It was not until 1976 that Lewis and Angela decided to make 

any major change at all. The change would be subtle, but yet 
dramatic. The Wadsworths found a site in the southern region 
that would be perfect for a home-a natural island surrounded 
by saltmarsh, flowing creeks and the intriguing tropical growth. 
The location provided a spectacular setting for the observation 

of wildlife, sunrises and sunsets, and enjoyment of the serene 
environment. 
In developing the actual structure, the Wadsworths carefully 

considered the blending and contouring of their home with its 
surroundings. It was important to them that the house not be 
distracting. Architect Bob Broward of Jacksonville designed the 
home. Built on pilings with many windows, the home provides a 
breathtaking view of all aspects of the terrain. 
In addition, the Wadsworths wanted gardens planted with 

flowering trees and shrubs to accentuate the already unique 
landscape. The look had to be natural, complimenting the flow 
of the marsh, trees and wildlife. Landscape architect Robert 
Hartwig was asked to meet the challenge of creating an in 
habitable oasis compatible with the existing plant and animal 
life. Mr. Hartwig's design provided for the climatic changes, as 
well as, the sandy soil. It included an intricate system of wells 
that would feed into a resevoir of fresh water making it possible 
to heat and cool the house and irrigate the land. A trained team 
of caretakers continually maintains the entire property. 
In keeping with the Wadsworth's request, nothing has been 

done that would hinder the natural growth, only enhance its 
beauty. In doing so, Lewis and Angela Wadsworth attained for 
Princess Place the status each of its landowners had dreamed 
possible. 
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23 Residential island and salt marsh 



24 Lounge and cookout area under guesthouse 



25 View of residence and guesthouse from the salt marsh 



26 Pine and oak woods 

27 West end of island 



28 Rolling hardwood hammock 
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29 Fresh water stream between oak and pine hammocks 



30 Japanese Koi pond and irrigation resevoir 

31 Southwest corner of property 
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32 North to pine forests and pasture 



33 North and west from southeast 
property corner 

34 Matanzas River 



Xr hundred years after its discovery, Princess Place, a lush, active, growing retreat is 
home to man and animal alike. Princess Place, through centuries of respect and love has 
been enhanced and preserved so that future generations might be amazed, refreshed and 
captivated by its charm and mystique. 



35 Fresh water swamp 
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